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January 9, 1999 
 
Dr. Frederick F. Farquarie 
Superintendent 
Pith School District 
Jebediah, Idaho 94532 
 
Dear Dr. Farquarie: 
 

I was mortified to find that my son, Stewart, was assigned to read Mark Twain’s The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn for his English class at Martin’s Groves High School.  I write to 
request that the pages of this essay in the required textbook containing Twain’s smut be glued 
together or totally removed from the book--lest they destroy the moral development of our 
children. 

Not only was I mortified that my child was reading the so called literary work, but I am 
exasperated and appalled that scholars have continued to place this work in an honored place in 
literary history.  Either these eggheads have not read the piece or else they see nothing 
particularly wrong with child abuse, exploiting women or using the word “nigger.” I guess that 
just shows you what a college education will sometimes do to some people.  Can you, Dr. 
Farquarie, honestly say that children receive a good education when they read what Twain has 
said about alcoholism, stealing and hypocrisy? 

I am sorry that English teachers, the school district, and, for that matter, the textbook 
publishers will allow such blatantly anti-human and sickening suggestions to be read by young 
impressionable youths.  I am not a book-burner, but I think that society could be made more 
wholesome if Twain’s works would disappear from the face of the earth.  I will work to make the 
copies of Twain’s novels (and believe me, I will read his other works to find any other similarly 
objectionable passages) nothing more than charred remains in this school district. 

I have sent copies of this letter along with copies of the novel to members of the school 
board, and I hope that the novel’s withdrawal from the classrooms, the libraries, and, ultimately, 
from the minds in our school system is forthcoming.  I would, in addition, like to know where 
each member of the school board stands on this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Samuel S. Smarmy 
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You are a member of the Jebediah Idaho School Board.  You have received this letter from Mr. 
Smarmy, and you need to reply.  Write a reply to Mr. Smarmy explaining to him the literary 
value of Twain’s novel.  You must include an explanation of satire and irony for your argument 
in support of teaching The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  You must persuade Mr. Smarmy 
without offending him because you are up for re-election, and you need his vote.  Use careful 
diction and effective argumentation.  Use correct business letter format--Mr. Smarmy’s is not 
quite right.   


