
    A special person is someone who listens to me, makes me laugh and buys me nice 
presents.  Do you have anyone in your life that does those things?  I do, and her name is 
Lucy.  Let me tell you more about why she is my special friend. 
 
     First, Lucy always listens to me.  When I am having a bad day, I can call her on the 
phone and she will let me tell her about my problems.  She will listen for hours and hours 
and never gets sick of hearing me complain.  If I need to tell her a secret, I can meet her 
for lunch and we can talk about it and I know she will never tell anyone.  Once I had 
something that I didn’t want anyone else to know.  It was a sad problem.  I called Lucy 
and we went to Pizza Hut for lunch.  I talked to her for a long time and she sat and 
listened to my secret and she made me feel better.  She never told anyone about my 
secret. 
 
     Lucy also is special because she makes me laugh.  I mean really laugh.  She is 
hilarious.  She tells the funniest jokes.  She also makes up goofy songs and poems that 
keep me in stitches.  But most of all Lucy does the funniest things.  For example, one 
time Lucy and I were watching T.V.   We were getting a little bored, so Lucy decided she 
would liven things up a little.  She turned off the TV and she started acting like a 
magician.  She did magic acts that were so funny I rolled in the floor.   She wasn’t a very 
good magician, but at least she was funny.    
 
     Most importantly Lucy is my special friend because she buys me nice things.  Not 
expensive things but things that are nice.  She is not stingy with her money.  She is very 
generous.  The things she buys for my birthday and for Christmas are things that I will 
keep forever.  On my last birthday she bought me a beautiful stuffed Teddy Bear.  He is 
brown and fuzzy.  She knew I loved bears and so she found the perfect one for my 
birthday.  I will keep my bear forever.  I love him and my friend Lucy. 
 
      Those are the reasons my friend Lucy is so special to me.  I hope you have a special 
friend that always listens to you, makes you laugh, and buys you nice gifts.  
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My special friend is Anna.  She is special for many reasons.  First, she and I go to fun 
places together.  Next, we have fun talking for hours on the phone.  And last, she likes me 
for who I am.  Let me tell you more about my special friendship with Anna. 
 
Anna is uniquely special.  We have fun wherever we go.  
 
We have been to Disney World together, the beach, bowling, and to the movies. 
 
 I will never forget the time we went to the movies together.  We first went out to eat and 
we stuffed our faces.  Then it was time to go to the movies, we weren’t hungry, but we 
ate popcorn and cokes anyway.  We even ate a few Milk Duds.  Well, the movie was 
really funny.  It was called Toy Story.  Anna and I laughed and laughed.  When we got 
home that night we pretended our toys were in the movie and we made them say funny 
things. 
 
 I also said that Anna is special because is it fun talking to her on the phone.  
 
We don’t have to actually go out in public to have fun.  We can sit and talk for hours and 
hours on the phone and never run out of things to say.  
 
I remember one time it was a Friday night.  It was rainy outside and I called Anna on the 
phone.  We talked about our week at school and about our boyfriends.  (shhh, don’t tell 
anyone we have boyfriends)  Anyway, we talked so long that our throats were hoarse 
when we were done.  I looked at the clock and we had talked for three hours!  It’s a good 
thing our moms made us get off the phone or we would not have had a voice the next 
day. 
 
The most important thing that makes Anna special is that she likes me for who I am.  
 
I don’t have to look beautiful for her to like me.  I don’t have to be the most popular girl 
in school for her to talk to me.  Anna thinks I am wonderful just like I am.   
 
When I first moved here, I didn’t know anyone.  I met a girl who I’ll call Joan. (Not her 
real name)  But Joan would not talk to me at all.  In fact she talked about me to other 
people.  She said she did not want to be my friend because I wasn’t beautiful or popular.  
This made me very sad, but then I met Anna.  Anna liked me right away.  She didn’t care 
what I looked like and she didn’t care that I wasn’t popular.  In fact the reason we 
became such good friends is because we like each other just the way we are. 
 
Now you know why Anna is special to me.  I hope you have a friend in your life that is 
special like Anna is to me.   
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SCORING RUBRIC 
 
Score of 1 = Only reasons in the middle three paragraphs.  No extensions or elaborations. 
 
Score of 2 = One or two of the middle three paragraphs have an extension. 
 
Score of 3 = All of the reasons in the middle three paragraphs have extensions. 
 
Score of 4 = All reasons have extensions and at least one reason is elaborated. 
 
Score of 5 = All reasons have extensions and are elaborated. 
 
Score of 6 = All reasons have extensions and are elaborated and the writing has a mature 
command of language. 
 
Score of  6 = 100 A 
                5 =  95 A 
                4 =  90 B 
                3 =  85 C 
                2 =  75  D 
                1 =  70  D 


