
 

Poetry Book Rubric

4 Exemplary
The work is exemplary.  It shows an excellent understanding of the different techniques authors use to convey meaning 
when they write poetry.  The work includes plenty of accurate details.  Knowledge of these literary techniques is 
thoughtfully applied, and makes good sense.  The entry is written in the author’s own words (except for a copy of the 
poem or song).  Words are well chosen, and there are no mistakes in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.  
The poems were carefully selected to represent the literary terms assigned to the group.  The Poetry Journal is nicely 
“packaged”.  It contains all of the components listed at the bottom of the page.

3 Proficient
The work is good, but could be improved in one or two important ways.  For example, the author’s understanding of how 
literary techniques convey meaning in poetry may seem incomplete, contain some inaccuracies, or be lacking in details.  
Some parts of the presentation may not make sense.  The writing may contain some inaccuracies, or be lacking in details
The writing may contain minor errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, or capitalization. There may be some mislabeling
or the poems selected may not represent the literary terms they are supposed to represent.  At most, two required 
components may be missing or incomplete. 

2 Novice
The work could be improved in several important ways. For example, the work may suggest a superficial or incomplete 
understanding of how literary techniques convey meaning in poetry; there may be several errors in logic. The written 
work may also contain several serious errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, or capitalization. Sample poems or song 
may not be provided, or may be carelessly constructed or improperly labeled. There may be some obvious room for 
improvement in “packaging”.  There are more than four required components missing or incomplete. 

1 Beginning
The work is at a beginning stage.  The author does not appear to have a grasp of how literary techniques convey 
meaning in poetry.  There are few details or many inaccuracies and mistakes in logic.  Poems and song may be present, 
but they may be largely unclear, inappropriate, or inaccurate. The written sections may seem too short or the language 
may contain so may errors that it is difficult to understand.  There may be several problems with the “packaging”.  There 
are more than six required components missing or incomplete.   

 The number of missing required components refers to the total number of components for the three poems (one of 
which can include a song, as long as the written version is included in the Poetry Journal).  Students are responsible for 
five components for each of the three selections, a total of fifteen components.

Components
• The name of the poem
• The author(s) of the poem
• A bibliography listing where the poem was located
•A paragraph explaining why they liked the poem
• A paragraph explaining why the poem represents the literary technique assigned to it


