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Poetic Technique: Wonderful!  Your poem has substantial 

poetic technique and they make the poem 
understandable and powerful.  Possible 
techniques which make the poem awesome: 
Rhyme- varied and natural. 
Metaphor or similes- extended and detailed. 
Words may be shaped to increase reader 
understanding. 
Imagery- Visual and intriguing. 

Good!  Your poem has adequate 
poetic technique.  Metaphor may 
be present, but doesn’t contain 
enough details.  Thoughts may be 
somewhat unusual and creative, 
but they reflect examples used in 
the classroom.  Rhyme may be 
simple with some areas of 
variation. 

Okay.  Your poem has few poetic 
devices, which seem forced.  Metaphors 
may not fit in the poem or may be 
compared just once.  Details are weak.  
For example:  “I see food.”  Should be, 
“I see a steaming plate of white rice.” 

Poor.  Your poem has limited or no poetic 
devices.  You do not have any metaphors or 
similes.  You should have tried to include 
more imagery or other poetic devices.  
Details which would help the reader “see” 
what you are describing are limited, weak, 
or even, non-existent. 

Word choice: Extremely clear, visual and accurate.  Your 
usage of adjectives and descriptive words add 
to the completeness of the imagery within the 
poem.  I can tell you used a thesaurus to 
“beef” up your vocabulary. 

Clear and visual.  The words add 
to the imagery but not in a 
striking way.  Perhaps you should 
have added more descriptor 
words and adjectives which help 
the reader “see” what you mean. 

Okay.  There may be an overuse of 
words like good, cool, bad, etc.  You 
should have used a Thesaurus to 
improve your vocabulary and make 
your word choice more mature. 

Poor.  You did not spend enough time on 
the poem and it is apparent in your weak 
word choice.  Spend more time with a 
Thesaurus and considering your words! 
 

Ideas and content You seem interested in this topic and you 
maturely address it.  You really show what is 
happening.  It is lively and fun to read.  After 
reading the poem, I was left with a strong 
emotional reaction and a clear understanding 
of your topic. 

Some interesting ideas and 
details.  Some areas have a clear 
understanding of the topic, but 
other areas are too vague.  After 
reading the poem, I understood 
what you were trying to say, but 
my reaction was not strong 
perhaps due to an inadequate 
ending. 

You provided too little information for 
me to get a clear understanding of your 
topic.  You seem bored with the topic 
and it shows.  When I finished reading 
the poem, I did not have any reaction 
due to the lack of interest given by the 
writer. 

Too little information for me to understand 
your ideas on the topic.  I couldn’t decide 
whether or not you knew anything about 
the topic! 

Conventions You used grammar and capitalization in such 
a way that they are purposeful and emphasize 
important aspects in your poem.   

You attempted to use the 
grammar and capitalization 
purposefully, but there are some 
areas which should have been 
addressed.  For the most part, you 
used grammar and capitalization 
to your advantage.  

You wrote this more like complete 
sentences in a paragraph.  Remember, 
this is a poem not an essay.  You should 
have spent more time reading the poem 
out loud and seeing if it needed the 
addition or deletion of grammar and 
capitalization. 

There is either no grammar or capitalization 
in the poem and it needed it OR there is 
grammar and capitalization and it was used 
inappropriately. 
 
 
 

Basic Conventions: No misspelled words or misuse of grammar.  
If there is grammar and capitalization used, it 
has a purpose and fits the poem. 

Two or three mistakes in spelling 
and grammar. 

Four to six mistakes in spelling and 
grammar. 

Wow!  Did you proofread this?  There are 
way too many errors in spelling and 
grammar. 

 


