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Rubric for Formative Assessment: 

 “The Allegorical Jonathan Livingston Seagull” 
 
Commendable 
 
• Student’s definition of allegory is complete and accurate; it includes examples as 

discussed in class. 
• Student has as many examples of symbolic actions, events or characters as the 

assignment requires, or more than the minimum number. Each of the examples given 
is clearly expressed, and the symbolic meaning given by the student makes logical 
sense. 

• The three actions, events, or characters that the student has chosen to explain as 
allegorical are clearly and logically linked to specific historical events, known literary 
works, or recurrent universal themes. 

• The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of how point of view affects the 
reader’s view of a story by explaining clearly the effect of a third-person point of 
view in this particular story. 

• The student explains in precise detail at least one other element of style that Bach has 
used in the story and its impact on the author’s message. 

• The student’s final informal essay demonstrates the student’s understanding of the 
various elements the author has used to reach his intended message. The paper has a 
concise thesis expressing the student’s opinion, and at least four specific supporting 
ideas from the text that connect logically to the thesis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acceptable 
 
• The student has a definition from the dictionary or textbook clearly written and 

accurate, but has not adjusted the definition or added examples to further the student’s 
understanding. 

• Student is either lacking a few of the required number of examples of symbolic 
actions, events or characters, or some of the examples are not fully or clearly 
expressed. The symbolic meanings may not all make logical sense, but some do. 

• The student has fewer than three actions, events or characters that he/she can explain 
as allegorical, or not all the examples are clearly linked to a historical event, known 
literary work, or recurrent universal theme. 

• The student shows an understanding of point of view, but may be unclear in his/her 
explanation of how point of view affects the author’s message in this story. 
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• The student is vague or incomplete in his/her explanation of another element of style 

used by the author. 
• The student’s final informal essay demonstrates an understanding of some of the 

elements the author has used to reach his intended message. The student’s thesis may 
not be clear or concise, or some of the supporting ideas may not directly connect to 
the thesis. 

 
 
Check with Teacher 
 
• The student doesn’t have a complete or correct definition of allegory. 
• The student is missing more than a few examples of symbolic actions, events or 

characters, and/or most of the examples do not make logical sense. 
• The student is unable to make any connections between actions, events or characters 

and historical events, literary works or recurrent universal themes. 
• The student shows limited understanding of point of view, and/or shows little 

knowledge of the relationship between point of view and the writer’s intended 
message. 

• The student cannot identify any other element of style used by the author. 
• The student’s final informal essay shows little or no logical support for the thesis. The 

thesis itself may be unclear, and the support either vague or unrelated to the student’s 
ideas. 

 


