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Items Assessed Student names: Person presenting: Total score 
(Teacher can change points according to 
personal grading criteria) 
 

 
 

Commendable 
 

Acceptable Needs Improvement/Redo 

Goal 3:   
Cooperative Workers 
Ethical and Responsible Workers 

Arguments were few but were quickly 
and efficiently problem solved.  Both 
partners always displayed a positive work 
ethic and the work and research was 
divided evenly between partners. 

Arguments were few but not solved 
quickly.  In the course of two weeks, you 
and your partner may have been on task 
less than 75% of the time.  One student 
may have done slightly more work than 
another. 

Arguments were allowed to control you 
and your partner.  Even with repeated 
teacher intervention, you both were off 
task more than 50% of the time.  Next 
time, you or your partner may want to lay 
some ground rules before beginning.  
More guidelines may be necessary to 
ensure positive working relationships. 

Nonverbal Cues 
LA.C.2.3.2 

You effectively used nonverbal cues to 
help communicate with your audience.  
Your eye contact was steady and lengthy 
indicating memorization of your speech.  
Your facial expression was pleasing and 
indicated emotions referred to in the 
speech.  You used gestures to refer the 
audience to your visual aid and you 
allowed for silent periods so the audience 
could digest what you were saying. 
 

You effectively used some of the non-
verbal cues.  Some examples of how you 
did this are:  you may have had good eye 
contact, but were lacking in your 
gestures.  You may have had pleasing 
facial gestures, but raced through the 
speech without allowing for silent 
periods. 

You ineffectively used the nonverbal 
cues.  It would have been better if you 
had maintained eye contact, presented 
some facial expressions, included 
gestures and silent periods.  When you re-
do your speech include these items in 
your presentation. 

 
Verbal Cues 
LA.C.3.3.3.8.3 

 
The language in your speech was 
commendable!  It was clear, audible and 
suitable.  The listener was able to hear 
what you had to say because you spoke 
clearly, slowly and varied your speaking 
tone. 

 
The language in your speech was 
effective.  You may have been clear, 
audible and suitable MOST of the time, 
but you may have had one or more lapses.  
Be more careful next time and try to 
make it the same throughout. 

 
The language in your speech was 
ineffective.  The audience couldn’t hear 
you most of the time, you weren’t very 
clear and you used language that was 
inappropriate.  Next time, you  need to 
practice more. 
 
 

Speech Rubric 
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 Commendable 
 

Acceptable Needs Improvement/Redo 

Speech Information 
LA.B.2.3.4 
 
Goal 3: 
Information Manager 
Effective Communicator 
 

Speech information was plentiful and 
complete.  The audience really got an 
understanding of this person’s 
background, what they accomplished and 
what made them famous. You obviously 
did enough online research and that 
shows in your understanding of your 
person. 

Speech information was adequate.  The 
audience understood, but wanted more 
information about your person’s 
background, what they accomplished and 
what made them famous.  You did an 
adequate amount of online research but 
your audience needed to know more 
about your person. 

Speech information was poor.  You 
“elaborated” too much with too little 
information and as a result did not have 
enough actual information.  The audience 
did not get any real information about 
your person’s background, what they 
were famous for, or what they 
accomplished.  You did not spend enough 
research time online and it shows. 

Written Portion of the Speech 
LA.B.2.3.3 

Your speech was well written and 
contained no serious grammatical errors.   
It was appropriately written for the 
intended audience you chose. 

Your speech was adequately written.  
There were some errors in grammar.  You 
may not have been as appropriate with the 
audience as needed. 

You speech was not written well.  It was 
unorganized and contained too many 
grammatical errors.  It was not 
appropriate to the audience you selected. 

PowerPoint Presentation 
LA.D.2.3.5 

Your PowerPoint presentation was 
awesome.  It was neat and easily read.  It 
did not have too many distractions.  The 
information was concise and clear.  You 
summarized well and did not write the 
whole speech down. 

Your PowerPoint presentation was 
adequate.  It may have had one or two 
distractions (too many pictures or 
background too busy).  The information 
was clear, but too much information is 
distracting to your audience. 

Your PowerPoint presentation was poor.  
It had too many distractions (perhaps in 
the form of pictures or fonts).  The 
information was either too sketchy or too 
much.   

Speech Effectiveness 
LA.C.3.3.3.8.4 

Overall your project was phenomenal.  
Your speech presentation was unique in 
the form of interesting and unknown 
facts, well thought out presentation style 
or a fantastic PowerPoint.   It was well 
organized and presented well. 

Overall your project was acceptable.  
Your speech presentation was organized, 
but may have lapsed in some areas.  Also, 
the presentation was adequate, but some 
areas needed additional attention.   

Overall your project was poorly done.  
You could have organized better and 
worked on your presentation more.  You 
probably had some lapses in all the areas 
due to the fact you didn’t spend enough 
time working on the project.  When you  
redo your project, bear in mind that 
speech giving and presentations are an 
important part of many careers.  Don’t 
sell yourself short on this opportunity to 
learn more. 

 


