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Is That a Fact, Harry? 
List #1 

 
 

From Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, J. K. Rowling (Scholastic Press, 1997) 
 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Dursley, of number four, Privet Drive, were proud to say that they were 
perfectly normal, thank you very much. 

 
2. Mr. Dursley was the director of a firm called Grunnings, which made drills. 

 
3. Dumbledore turned and walked back down the street.  On the corner he stopped and took 

out the silver Put-Outer.  He clicked it once, and twelve balls of light sped back to their 
street lamps so that Privet Drive glowed suddenly orange…. 

 
4. There were a hundred and forty-two staircases at Hogwarts…. 

 
5. He looked in the mirror again.  A woman standing right behind his reflection was smiling at 

him and waving.  He reached out a hand and felt the air behind him.  If she was really there, 
he’d touch her, their reflections were so close together, but he felt only air—she and the 
others existed only in the mirror. 

 
6. She was a very pretty woman. 

 
 
From Charlotte’s Web, E. B. White (HarperCollins Publishers, 1952) 
 

1. A spider’s web is stronger than it looks.  Although it is made of thin, delicate strands, the 
web is not easily broken. 

 
2. “You’re certainly making beautiful noise….” 

 
3. Charlotte’s web never looked more beautiful than it looked this morning. 

 
4. The news of Wilbur’s escape spread rapidly among the animals on the place.  Whenever any 

creature broke loose on Zuckerman’s farm, the event was of great interest to the others.  
The goose shouted to the nearest cow that Wilbur was free, and soon all the cows knew. 

 
5. Furthermore, each leg…has seven sections—the coxa, the trochanter, the femur, the patella, 

the tibia, the metatarsus, and the tarsus. 
 

6. Templeton poked his head from the straw.  He noticed that the end of Wilbur’s tail was 
within reach.  Templeton grinned.  “I’ll tend to this,” he chuckled.  He took Wilbur’s tail in 
his mouth and bit it, just as hard as he could bite.  The pain revived Wilbur.  In a flash he 
was back on his feet. 
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Is That a Fact, Harry? 
List #2 

 
1. There is nothing much older or more wrinkled-looking than a baby just born.  

----Dobry, Monica Shannon (The Viking Press, 1934)     
_________________ 
 

 
2. Sometimes if you hit a machine a couple of times you can get it going again. 

----Freaky Friday, Mary Rodgers (Harper Trophy, 1993) 
_________________ 

 
 

3. “Would it offend the villagers?” the Dragon asked his Mother, “if I ate their daughters?” 
----The Dragon of Og, Rumer Godden (The Viking Press, 1981) 
_________________ 
 
 

4. You have brains in your head.  You have feet in your shoes. 
----Oh, the Places You’ll Go!,  Dr. Seuss (Random House, 1990) 
_________________ 
 
 

5. Anyone can fly.  All you need is somewhere to go that you can’t get to any other way.  The 
next thing you know, you’re flying among the stars. 
----Tar Beach, Faith Ringgold (Dragonfly, 1996) 
_________________ 
 
 

6. White always plays first in chess. 
----Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, J.K. Rowling  (Scholastic, 1997) 
_________________ 
 
 

7. There’s nothing as cozy as a piece of candy and a book. 
----Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle’s Magic, Betty MacDonald (Harper Trophy, 1989) 
_________________ 
 
 

8. Piglet was so excited at the idea of being Useful that he forgot to be frightened any more. 
----Winnie-the-Pooh, A.A. Milne (Puffin, 1992) 
_________________ 
 
 

9. What fantastic creatures boys are! 
----Charlotte’s Web, E.B. White (Harper Trophy, 1974) 
_________________ 
 

10. I think the smell of horses is the most exciting smell in the world. 
----The Changeling, Zilpha Keatley Snyder (Atheneum, 1970) 
_________________ 

  


