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Mr. President 

Diagnostic Assessment 
Constructed Response and Selected Response Assessment. 
Administered on Day 1 of the unit prior to any instruction. 

 
Duration:  
Individual students will be called upon to perform so this assessment will continue until 
all students have had a turn and will probably entail most of a day’s conferencing or 
individual time. 
 
Standards Assessed: 
 SS.A.3.1.3.K.1, SS.A.4.1.1.K.1, SS.A.4.1.2.K.1, SS.A.4.1.3.K.1, SS.A.5.1.2.K.1, 
MA.A.2.1.1.K.1, MA.B.3.1.1.K.4 
 
Description of Assessment Activity: 
This assessment has three parts.  Part 1 is the singing of a patriotic song and will take 
about ten minutes.  The music teacher can do this portion of the assessment during music 
time.  Part 2 is social studies and will take about forty-five minutes, including listening to 
and viewing the student Web story, Columbus and the Big Surprise at 
http://www.beaconlc.org/sandiking/King/columbus/trip001.htm and completing the 
assessment.   Part 3 is counting and coin recognition and will be completed throughout 
the day as students are called to count and to identify coins.   
Part 1 - SS.A.3.1.3.K.1   
Upon hearing the music, students join in the singing of patriotic songs such as “Yankee 
Doodle,”  “My Country ‘Tis of Thee,” and “God Bless America.”  This can be done 
whole group, small group, or individually, but individual students must be observed and 
the results recorded on the checklist. (See Associated File)  Ideally this is accomplished 
with the assistance of the music teacher during assigned music time.  If arrangements 
can’t be made with the music teacher, the patriotic songs can be obtained from your 
school or district media center and the assessment completed by the classroom teacher.  
 
Part 2 - SS.A.4.1.1.K.1, SS.A.4.1.2.K.1, SS.A.4.1.3.K.1, SS.A.5.1.2.K.1 

• NOTE Although this unit contains the study of presidents, this diagnostic portion 
uses Christopher Columbus as the historic person.  The reasoning behind this is 
that diagnostic assessments should assess the standard targeted, but not the exact 
material that will be used in the instructional activities.  Therefore, Columbus is 
used in keeping with proper assessment techniques to diagnose the student’s 
ability to perform the standards listed.  For instructional activities, presidents are 
used.  

  
After listening to and viewing the student Web story, Columbus and the Big Surprise, 
students complete the attached worksheet.  Remember, this is to be completed before any 
instruction, so the teacher must perform all interactivity with the Web lesson without any 
instruction given.  All four of the Grade Level Expectations listed above are assessed 
using the worksheet.   Results are recorded on the attached checklist. 

Mr. President  ©2001, 2003 www.BeaconLearningCenter.com Rev.06.04.03 
2 

http://www.beaconlc.org/sandiking/King/columbus/trip001.htm


 
Part 3 - MA.A.2.1.1.K.1  
Using a hundred’s chart or a manipulative such as bears, pennies, or buttons, the students 
count to 100 by 1s, 5s, and 10s.  (No 2s are taught and assessed in this unit, making this a 
partial completion of this GLE.)  Remember that any manipulative used when counting 
by 5s and 10s should represent a set of 5 or 10 objects.  For example, make groups of five 
by putting five buttons in a baggie.  Then students count by 5s as they count the baggies.  
Results are recorded on the attached checklist. 
 
MA.B.3.1.1.K.4 – 
Given a penny, nickel, and dime, students identify each and tell the value of each.   The 
teacher then displays two coins, and the students must state whether each coin is valued 
at more than, less than, or equal to another.  Results are recorded on the attached 
checklist. 
 
Teacher Directions: 

Explain to the students that you will be doing some things with them today that 
will help you know what to teach them.  They may know how to do some of the things or 
they may not know how to do any of them.  It doesn’t matter whether they can do it now, 
because they will be learning to do all these things during the next couple of weeks.  You 
are only seeing what they don’t already know so that you will know what to teach them. 
Part 1 – Play recordings of various patriotic songs.  Record the results of student’s 
attempts to sing these songs on the diagnostic assessment checklist provided.  Ideally this 
is accomplished with the assistance of the music teacher during assigned music time.  If 
arrangements can’t be made with the music teacher, the patriotic songs can be obtained 
from your school or district media center and the assessment completed by the classroom 
teacher. 
Part 2 – This part of the assessment can be done whole group.  Students listen to and 
view the student Web story, Columbus and the Big Surprise, using a projection device 
(projector, LCD panel, TV, or etc.).  The teacher will perform all interactivity with the 
lesson.  No instruction should be given at this time.  Upon completion of the Web lesson, 
distribute the diagnostic assessment worksheet to the students.  Circulate to assist 
students in staying on task.  Students will be circling their answer choices to each 
question read by the computer or teacher.  Note: If the technology available to you does 
not permit class viewing of the Web lesson, print one copy of the lesson and assemble it 
in book form.  Then the lesson can be read to the students while they view the pictures.  
Upon completion of the Web story, repeat the Web story using only the pictures to 
engage students in a discussion of the story.  Audio can be removed by either playing the 
Web story with the speakers turned off, or by clicking the text only option on the opening 
page of the story.  Record results on the diagnostic assessment checklist. 
Part 3 – Individually or in small groups (perhaps during math center) have students use a 
hundred’s chart or other manipulative, such as pennies or buttons to count to 100 by 1s, 
5s, and 10s. Remember to group the objects for the students when counting by 5s and 10s 
by bundling objects into groups of five or ten.  Counters can be placed in a baggie with 
five or ten in each bag for the counting activity.  Shown a display of a penny, nickel and 
dime, students identify and state the value of each coin.  Students compare the value of 
the coins.   Record the results on the diagnostic assessment checklist. 
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Student Directions: 
Part 1 – 
Listen to this music.  If you know this song, sing with the music.  If you don’t know the 
song, just listen to the music. 
Part 2 – 
Listen to the story and look at the pictures.  Write your name on the paper.  When the 
computer or  your teacher reads a question, circle the picture that you think is the answer 
to the question.  If you don’t know, don’t circle anything.  It is all right not to know the 
answer. 
Part 3 –  

1. Pick up the coin your teacher tells you to pick up.  Tell your teacher how many 
cents the coin is worth.  Show your teacher a coin that is worth more than the one 
you are holding and a coin that is worth less than the one you are holding. 

2. Count the bears (or pennies, buttons, etc.).  Look at the baggies (or bowls, 
bundles, etc.).  There are five things in each group.  When counting the baggies, 
count by 5s.  Now there are 10 things in each group.  Be sure to count by 10s.  

 
Scoring Method and Criteria:  
A checklist for recording student responses is provided.  Since this is a 
diagnostic assessment, no grade is assigned, but rather teachers are to 
use the information gathered to better meet the needs of their students 
while teaching these Grade Level Expectations. 
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Name  _______________________________________ 
 
Circle your answer. 
 
1.  Who was surprised to find the land we call North America? 

 
2.  Which of these stands for the United States of America? 

 
3.  Which one of these is to help us remember that Christopher 
Columbus found the land we call North America? 

 
4.  What holiday helps us remember Christopher Columbus? 
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Mr. President 
Diagnostic Assessment Checklist 

 
 
 

Student 
Name 

SS.A.3.1.3.K.1 
Knows 

patriotic songs 

SS.A.4.1.1.K.1 
Listens to, 

views, 
discusses 

people before 
1880 

SS.A.4.1.2.K.1
Listens to, 

views, 
discusses 

people/events 
honored in 

holiday 

SS.A.4.1.3.K.1
Listens to, 

views, 
discusses 
American 
symbols 

SS.A.4.1.1.K.1 
Listens to, 

views, 
discusses 
buildings, 
statues, 

monuments 

MA.A.2.1.1.K.1
Counts orally to 
100 by 1s, 5s, 

10s 

MA.B.3.1.1.K.4 
Knows and compares values of 

penny, nickel, dime 
 

Identify = I 
Value = V 

Compare = C 
      1s    5s 10s Penny Nickel Dime
         I V C C CI V I V
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  
                  

 
Key    Not yet = dash (-),  somewhat = slash (/),  satisfactory = asterisk (*)  

For counting, write the highest number said correctly. 
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